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Date: September 3, 2021 
                  

BOARD INFORMATION:  __X__  

 MEETING PREPARATION:  _____ 
 

 
FROM: Dominic B. Turner, Chief Financial Officer 
 
THROUGH: Gregory C. Hutchings, Jr., Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools 
 
TO: The Honorable Meagan L. Alderton, Chair, and 

Members of the Alexandria City School Board 
 
TOPIC: American Rescue Plan (ARP) ESSER III 

 
ACPS 2025 STRATEGIC PLAN GOAL:  
Goal 4: Strategic Resource Allocation 
 
SY 2020-2021 FOCUS AREA:  
Focus Area 1: Reopening of School 
 
FY 2021 BUDGET PRIORITY:  
Increased Staff Retention 
Improving Customer Relationship Services and Management  
Communications and Customer Service for Internal Stakeholders 
 
SUMMARY:  
ACPS has submitted our ESSER III application to VDOE on 8/31/2021. ACPS ESSER III allocation is 
$34,792,781.78. Our plan for the use of funds continues to be focused on SEAL, Human Capital, 
Facilities and Operations COVID-19 Mitigation Projects, and Technology Infrastructure. Our plan 
can be found at: 
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Domain/1554/esser_iii_acps_plan
.pdf . Allowable uses for ESSER III funds follow that of ESSER I and II with the following changes: 
 

• LEAs must reserve at least 20 percent of funds to address learning loss through the 
implementation of evidence-based interventions and ensure that those interventions 
respond to students’ social, emotional, and academic needs and address the 
disproportionate impact of COVID-19 on underrepresented student groups (each major 
racial and ethnic group, children from low-income families, children with disabilities, 
English learners, gender, migrant students, students experiencing homelessness, and 
children and youth in foster care).   

• Each LEA must, within 30 days of receiving ESSER III funds, make publicly available on its 
website a plan for the safe return to in-person instruction and continuity of services. 
Before making the plan publicly available, the LEA must seek public comment on the 

https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Domain/1554/esser_iii_acps_plan.pdf
https://www.acps.k12.va.us/cms/lib/VA01918616/Centricity/Domain/1554/esser_iii_acps_plan.pdf
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plan. A school division’s COVID-19 mitigation health plan may meet this requirement 
provided that the plan reflects the division’s current reopening plan and is posted on the 
school division’s website.  

• As with ESSER II, ESSER III does not include equitable services provisions for non-public 
schools. Instead, a separate Emergency Assistance for Non-Public Schools (EANS) 
program is specified. The EANS program will be administered by the Virginia 
Department of Education.  

• The ARP includes LEA maintenance of equity requirements for FFY 2022 and FFY 2023. 
As a condition of receiving ESSER III formula funds, LEAs may not reduce per-pupil 
funding (from combined state and local funding) in Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2022 or FY 
2023 for any high-poverty school by an amount that exceeds the total reduction in LEA 
funding for all schools served by the LEA divided by the number of children enrolled in 
all schools served or reduce per-pupil, full-time equivalent staff in any high-poverty 
school by an amount that exceeds the total reduction in full-time equivalent staff in all 
schools divided by the number of children enrolled in all schools. USED has indicated 
that it will provide additional guidance on these requirements in the near future 

 
BACKGROUND: 
The American Rescue Plan Act was signed into law on March 11, 2021. Virginia’s ARPA 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) III award was $2.1 billion, with 90 
percent of this award to be distributed to local educational agencies (LEAs) based on each LEA’s 
relative share of Title I, Part A, FFY 2020 funds.  
 
RECOMMENDATION: The Superintendent recommends that the School Board review this 
information. 
 
IMPACT:  
Utilization of these funds will help ACPS “Recover, Retain, and Reignite”. 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
None 
 
CONTACT:  
Dominic B. Turner 
Dominic.Turner@acps.k12.va.us  

mailto:Dominic.Turner@acps.k12.va.us

