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I want to express my hope that schedule modifications are small tweaks 

and not major overhauls. I have a first and third grader at Polk and we 

have carved out a solid routine during this rudderless time. Upending 

that yet again in the name of “equity across the division” seems cruel to 

students, teachers and parents. Of particular importance to my family 

and the 2 neighborhood families we interact with is the unified lunch 

and recess period across grade levels. This allows all children in the 

group to come together (with Covid safety in mind) - play, eat and most 

crucially - return to studies AT THE SAME TIME. No haggling of “but she 

isn’t going back to class yet!” Avoiding that power struggle, particularly 

if we are keeping this up until June 23, is of tantamount importance.  

 

I also want to express my concern over the rolling of the science and 

social studies curriculum into reading and math blocks. To do this on 

the fly seems to be asking teachers to jump yet another hurdle. We 

know that deep background knowledge is crucial in developing strong 

reading skills so to shortchange these important subjects hurts that 

important skill.  

 

I know that there are many differing opinions at the moment and I wish 

you all clear minds and restful nights.  

 


