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2022 Advanced Placement Results Brief
The purpose of this brief is to review the preliminary Advanced Placement (AP) data from the
2021-22 school year at Alexandria City High School. Included in the brief is this one-page
narrative along with a table (see reverse page) which provides a summary display of key AP test
results, along with seventeen comparison years dating back to 2005. All 2022 statistics came
from the College Board’s data available on August 9, 2022.
Since its inception in 1955, the Advanced Placement program has provided motivated high
school students with the opportunity to take college-level courses in a high school setting.
Students who participate in the program not only gain college-level skills, but in many cases they
earn college credit while they are in high school. It should be noted that beginning in the 20042005 school year, ACPS instituted a policy (Board policy IGBI) requiring students who took an
AP course to take the corresponding AP examination with all associated costs paid for by ACPS.
In 2021, students were not penalized for not participating in AP exams.
Results
A total of 919 ACPS students took 1,766 Advanced Placement (AP) Subject Tests in the
spring/summer of 2021. The 919 students who took at least one AP test in 2021 represented an
increase of 53 students from 2021. When considering the overall student enrollment, 32% of
students in grades 10-12 took at least one AP test in 2022. In regards to the number of AP tests
taken, 42 more tests were taken in 2022 (n=1,766) compared with those taken in 2021 (n=1,724).
With that said, the number of AP tests taken did not reach the pre-pandemic all-time high seen in
2019 (n=2,051)
AP tests were scored on a five-point scale; the College Board requires a score of “3” or greater to
recommend a student for college credit or advanced placement. The College Board awarded
scores of “3” or greater to 71% of the AP tests taken by ACPS students, representing a 15percentage point increase from 2021 and reached within one percentage point of the all-time
performance seen in 2019. The proportion of scores of “5” earned (19%) was six percentage
points more than last year’s results. Overall, in 2022 performance increased with respect to the
proportion of scores of “3” or greater.
As an index of “Equity and Excellence,” the College Board reported the number of students
successful on AP tests as a percentage of the graduating class. Successful students included all
twelfth graders who earned an AP score of “3” or greater at any time in their high school years.
For 2022, 30% of the ACPS graduating class earned “3” or greater on an AP test at some point
during their high school career, a decrease of five percentage points when compared to last
year’s proportion of graduates. This is a lagging indicator with results impacted by the school
disruptions that occurred in the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic.
In 2022 there was an increase in the number of students who participated in AP tests and the
number of tests taken. The ratio of students taking an AP exam equated to pre-pandemic levels;
however, the overall number of AP tests taken in 2022 remained lower than pre-pandemic levels.
Showing an initial rebound in AP performance from the pandemic, single year indicators
increased reaching pre-pandemic all-time highs. With that said, impacts could still be seen in
senior cohort indicators which remained lower than pre-pandemic levels.
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