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TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES

The Alexandria City School Board (Board) recognizes that preparation for effective citizenship is
one of the major purposes of education. The preparation for effective citizenship includes the study
of issues that are controversial. Such student learning is carried out in an atmosphere free from
bias, prejudice, or coercion.

Definitions:
Controversial Issues - Topics where there are open questions; that are significant in terms of
society or the past; and on which it is important to explore different perspectives that have
legitimate sources of information
In teaching about controversial issues, staff are expected to
e cstablish a learning environment where each student can study the issues within the
Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) curriculum in a manner that is appropriate to the
student’s knowledge and maturity; and

e provide instruction in an atmosphere that is free from bias, prejudice, or coercion.

Although the instructional program includes study of the political party system in the United
States, the Board does not endorse any political party or candidate.

Adopted: January 9, 1997
Amended: July 1, 2005
Amended: March 12,2015
Legal Refs.: Code of Virginia, 1950, as amended, § 22.1-78.
Cross Refs.: KF Distribution of Information/Materials
JOB Administration of Surveys and Questionnaires
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TEACHING ABOUT CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES Commented [1]: With revisions this is word for word
the VSBA model policy. The struck content has been
relocated to the new regulation and revised.

The Alexandria City School Board (Board) recognizes that preparation training—for effective
citizenship isas one of the major purposes of education. The perparation—and recognizes that TtThe

preparatlon for effectlve cmzenshlp includes the study of issues that are controversial-issaes..—on
W - Such student learning is

carried out in an atmosphere free from bias, prejudice, or coercion.

Definitions:

Controversial Issues - Topics where there are open questions; that are significant in terms of
society or the past; and on which it is important to explore different perspectives that have
legitimate sources of information

In teaching about controversial issues, staff are expected to

e cstablish a learning environment where each student can study the issues within the
Alexandria City Public Schools (ACPS) curriculum in a manner that is appropriate to the

student’s knowledge and maturity: and

——provide instruction in an atmosphere that is free from bias, prejudice, or coercion.

/{ Commented [2]: Relocated to the regulation ]

Commented [3]: Frame this in terms of fostering
critical thinking and debate as skills that should be

taught by ACPS.
/{ Commented [4]: Relocated to the regulation J
/{ Commented [5]: Relocated to the regulation J

Commented [6]: It's important to stick to the standards
and curriculum.
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Although the instructional program ef-the-sehool-division—includes many—facets—study of the
political party system in the United States, the Seheol-Board does not appreve-as—apart-of-the

individual-endorse any political party or candidate.

Adopted: January 9, 1997
Amended: July 1, 2005
Amended: March 12,2015
Legal Refs.: Codeof VirgimiaCode of Virginia, 1950, as amended, §224+-78§ 22.1-78.
Cross Refs.: KF Distribution of Information/Materials
JOB Administration of Surveys and Questionnaires
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