
Public Comments for Virtual School Board Meetings  #132  

My public comments are related 

to: *  

Continuity of Learning 4.0 

Topic *  Virtual Plus & students with disabilities 

Name *  Dena Penner & Maeve OConnor 

What is your relationship to 

ACPS? *  

Parent/Guardian of an ACPS Student 

To include your comments as 

part of the Public Comments 

agenda item at weekly Special 

Called School Board Meetings, 

enter your comments here: 

Dear Dr. Hutchings and School Board Members, 

 

Thank you all for your tireless work in these unprecedented times as 

we all navigate a world that would have been unimaginable only seven 

months ago. We appreciate your consistency, messaging and 

communications that have been useful and informative. 

 

We are writing to provide you with more information on how the 

virtual learning environment has impacted children with disabilities. 

As parents, we have completed several division-wide surveys since 

March 2020. However, we do not feel that any have accurately 

captured the experiences of our families and others who have learners 

with IEPs. With this in mind, we constructed our own very basic survey 

to provide you with some targeted information on this population in 

hopes that you will give specific consideration to their needs as you 

move forward with “Virtual +” this Fall. 

 

For reference, the survey results are attached, including important 

additional information that was provided in comment format. We 

circulated the survey via several Facebook parent groups, including 

the Alexandria Special Education Parent Support group, and received 

51 responses between July 31 and August 5. All who completed the 

survey are parents or guardians of students who receive special 

education services. We did not provide the survey in any language 

other than English, so we are aware that many families were unable to 

participate. 

 

The majority of respondents (50.98%) identified having a learner with 

an IEP in the elementary grades (K-5). 23.53% of respondents reported 

having a high school student with an IEP. Among respondents, the 

majority agreed with one of the two following statements: “My student 

with a disability enjoyed online learning and was able to participate 

with support from a parent or caregiver,” and “my student with a 

disability disliked online learning but would sometimes participate 

with support for a parent or caregiver.” This is an important point to 

consider as you develop plans for the Fall. While many parents were 

able to assume the support role in the short-term, it is absolutely a 



hardship for them to continue to do this for the first quarter of the 

school year, or longer. There is a definite need for increased guidance 

and support for parents moving forward. 

 

It is also clear from the comments received that the March through 

June virtual learning experiences were very variable across the division 

both by grade level and by school. We hope that these inconsistencies 

will have been addressed by the time the next school year begins and 

that a clear plan will be shared with parents. Furthermore, there is a 

definite sense of frustration from parents at the vagueness of plans 

for the next school year, particularly for students requiring special 

education support. The new school year begins in less than five 

weeks, and parents in our community face even greater challenges in 

these uncertain times.  

 

Should you have questions or require any further information, please 

don’t hesitate to contact us. Thank you for your service and your 

attention. 

 

With best wishes, 

 

Dena Penner 

denapenner@verizon.net 

202-494-3784 

 

Maeve OConnor 

mao2702@gmail.com 

703-899-6207 

 

See attached survey beginning on next page 
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