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Essential Questions

● What is a boundary analysis and why are we conducting one 
now?

● What are the current live-in and enrolled demographics of ACPS 
schools by Pre-K, K-5, 6-8, and 9-12 grades?

● What development is expected in the next 5 years that may 
further impact the demographics of our school boundaries?

● What are the key findings of the boundary analysis?
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Boundary Analysis

School Board Policy JCE stipulates that the School Board will conduct a 
boundary analysis every 5 years or with the opening of the new school
✓ ACPS last redistricted in 2018, 5 years ago.
✓ The new Douglas MacArthur Elementary School is opening this 

fall.
On February 16, 2023, staff presented a proposed boundary analysis 
and the results of that are provided in this presentation.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1682563857/acpsk12vaus/wto8ekq5r1ypjsezioi1/JCE-RedistrictingImplementation.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1682563857/acpsk12vaus/wto8ekq5r1ypjsezioi1/JCE-RedistrictingImplementation.pdf
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Purpose and Description

This is ACPS’s first boundary analysis. 
A boundary analysis is not redistricting, but rather, the boundary 
analysis provides the current geographic and demographic data that 
may indicate the need for a redistricting process.
The School Board should use this data to inform its consideration of 
whether or not to initiate a redistricting process and, if so, define the 
scope and criteria of the redistricting process.
* All data is from the 2022-2023 SRC and Fall Membership Report. March 30, 2023 data was used for the 
economically disadvantaged student data only.
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Purpose and Description
As discussed in the February 16 Board Meeting, this information will include:

➔ The sum of students who live-in the school’s boundary as well as a sum of students enrolled at each 
school. This is shown as a percentage and each school is shown against the district-wide demographic. 

➔ The specific data staff recommend for inclusion are breakdowns by each school (both live-in and 
attending student populations) for:

◆ Total Student Population

◆ Grade

◆ Gender

◆ Race

➔ A capacity and utilization chart will also be provided for live-in and attending student populations.

◆ Specialized Instruction

◆ English Language Learner

◆ Economically Disadvantaged Status

◆ Walk Boundary (not included)
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Pre-K
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Pre-K Enrollment 
and Live-In
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➔ Enrolled Pre-K Students reside in every school 
boundary zone. 

➔ This count does not include Head Start.
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Elementary
Grades K-5 
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Elementary 
School 
Enrollment 
and 
Utilization
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* 90% - 110% is 
considered the ideal 
range for utilization
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Elementary by Grade 
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Elementary by Gender
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Elementary by Race
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Elementary by 
Specialized 
Instruction
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Elementary by 
Economically 
Disadvantaged 
Status
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*March 30, 2023 data 
was used for the 
economically 
disadvantaged student 
data.
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Elementary by 
English 
Language 
Learner Status
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Middle
Grades 6-8
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Middle School Enrollment and Utilization 
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★ Jefferson-Houston and 
Patrick Henry’s capacity is 
based on the current 
utilization of classrooms. 
Grades 6-8 planned  
capacity for each school is 
180 students.  
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Middle School by Grade

18



EQUITY-FOCUSED2020-2025 STRATEGIC PLAN: EQUITY FOR ALL

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Middle School by Gender
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Middle School by Race
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Middle School by Specialized Instruction
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Middle School by Economically Disadvantaged Status
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*March 30, 2023 data 
was used for the 
economically 
disadvantaged student 
data.
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Middle School by English Language Learner Status
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High
Grades 9-12
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High School Enrollment and Utilization 
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➔ In 2025, the new Minnie Howard building will open with a capacity of 1600, bringing 
the total capacity to 4528 for King Street and Minnie Howard campuses. 
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High School by Grade
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High School by Gender
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High School by Race
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High School by Specialized Instruction
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High School by Economically Disadvantaged Status
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*March 30, 2023 data 
was used for the 
economically 
disadvantaged student 
data.
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High School by English Language Learner Status
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Development
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Expected 5 Years 
Development (K-12)
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Summary of 
Findings
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Elementary School Key Findings

● Live-In enrollment at Charles Barrett, Lyles-Crouch, Patrick Henry, and Samuel Tucker 
exceed the 110% ideal utilization range.

○ ~138% at Patrick Henry
● Live-in enrollment at Cora Kelly, Douglas MacArthur, George Mason, Jefferson-

Houston, Mount Vernon and William Ramsay is below the 90% ideal utilization range.

○ ~73% at Cora Kelly
● Utilization division-wide is within the 90-110% utilization rate meaning all schools could 

be within this range.
● Race, economically disadvantaged status, and english language learners have the 

greatest variation from the district-wide demographics; schools are generally not 
representative of the entire ACPS student body.   
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Middle School Key Findings

● Live-In enrollment at George Washington and Patrick Henry exceeds the 110% ideal 
utilization range.

○ ~152% at Patrick Henry
● Live-in enrollment at Jefferson-Houston  is below the 90% ideal utilization range.

○ ~84% at Jefferson-Houston
● Utilization division-wide is within the 90-110% utilization rate meaning all schools could 

be within this range.
● Race, economically disadvantaged status, and english language learners have the 

greatest variation from the district-wide demographics; specifically from west side 
schools compared to east side schools.
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High School Key Findings

● In 2025, the new Minnie Howard building will open with a 
capacity of 1600, bringing the total capacity to 4528 for 
King Street and Minnie Howard campuses. This will bring 
high school utilization within the 90-110% ideal utilization 
range.
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Summary of Findings
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➔ More schools currently have live-in utilizations outside of the ideal range than in 
the range. This will continue to exacerbate class-size discrepancies throughout the 
division and increase capacity reassignments.

➔ With the opening of the new Minnie Howard, all grade levels should be within the 
ideal utilization range based on current enrollment.

➔ Development will continue to occur in boundaries that are already over capacity 
and ACPS needs to plan for these changes.

➔ Modernization of new schools creates capacity and ACPS should optimize this use.
➔ Demographic breakdowns show that some schools have significant deviations 

from the district-wide breakdown. 
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Next Steps

The School Board should use this data to determine if a redistricting effort 
would be beneficial and work with staff to determine the scope of any 
redistricting effort which may begin in the 2023-2024 school year. 

The length of time for a redistricting effort will depend on the:
● Scope
● Engagement
● Implementation Policies
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