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Advanced Academic 
Services Advisory 
Committee Meeting
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Advanced Academic Services 
Central Office Staff

Dr. Megan Tempel-Milner, 

Advanced Academic Services (K-12), Director

megan.tempel-milner@acps.k12.va.us

703-619-8093 (office) or 703-244-4151 (mobile)

Ms. Mashari Whitfield, 

Advanced Academic Services (K-12) Elementary 
Instructional Specialist

mashari.whitfield@acps.k12.va.us

mailto:megan.tempel-milner@acps.k12.va.us
mailto:mashari.whitfield@acps.k12.va.us
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What our 
office 
does…
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Summer Projects: Over 110 Projects
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Gifted and 
Advanced 
Academic 
Program

Curriculum 
Resources

Extended 
Learning 

Standards

Professional 
Learning

Communication
Updated

Curriculum 
Guides

Identification 
Process

Service Model

Color Status

Green Complete

Orange In 
Progress

Red Not 
Started
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Overview of Professional Learning
All AASTs will 
attend a full-
day training 

once a month

• Coaching
• Curriculum resources
• Instructional practices 
• Professional Learning Community for 

planning

Overall 
Professional 

Learning

• Continue graduate-level courses for teachers 
to earn their gifted endorsement

• National and state conferences
• Advanced Placement Institutes

Two trainings 
in August

• August 16- Kick-Off
• August 21- William and Mary Language Arts 

units and School-Wide Enrichment Model
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Professional Learning in August
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Professional Learning in September 
and October



2020-2025 STRATEGIC PLAN: EQUITY FOR ALL
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Welcomed K-12 New Teachers
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Planning and Teamwork 
Positive and professional 

approach within this work. 

Break apart into a group around 

the room based on area you 

want to focus on. 

Preview the materials- write 

down any questions you may 

have.

Ask questions of the curriculum 

writers and office support in the 

room. 
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Context Behind the Curriculum 
Resource and Guide Updates

The Local Plan for the Education of the Gifted, 
approved by the School Board in June 2023, 
requires that ACPS update curriculum guides to 
align research-based gifted resources with the 
district standards pacing.
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Curriculum Resources for 
Differentiated Instruction

Purpose

• A document designed to provide students 
with access to learning opportunities and 
resources that are academically, 
intellectually and personally challenging. 
Resources are organized by grade level 
across content area.

Target Audience

• K-5 AAS students identified for Science or 
Social Studies services

• K-5 Young Scholars

• K-5 All Learners (Gen. Ed. , SPED, EL etc.)
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

4th Grade Advanced Math

● Students in grade 4 will shift away from the full-year acceleration model of 
grade 4 and 5 standards and move to grade 4 math standards, which will be 
differentiated through enrichment, extensions, and some acceleration.

● ACPS has updated its differentiated curriculum teacher guides to align 
research-based gifted resources with state and division standards and pacing.

● Our AAS Tier III classroom will use Mentoring Mathematical Minds (M3) units, 
incorporate mathematical strategy games and units for the College of William 
and Mary Center for Gifted Education, focusing on conceptual understanding 
such as base number systems and patterns of change.
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AAS Grade 4 Language Arts Weekly Pacing Overview 
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Early Childhood Talent Development 
Model

Identification of 

potential

Acquisition of skills 

through     

deliberate practice

Demonstration 
of performance 

in a specific 
domain.

* Proposed by Paula Olszewski-Kubilius and colleagues
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Early Childhood Talented Development 
Resources and Work Samples
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School Support
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Communications
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Screening Timeline

Current Grade Referral Window 

Opens

Referral Deadline for the 

Current School Year

Parent/Guardian 

eligibility notification 

will occur by: 

Grades 5-8 Tier III-

SAA Services**

August 21, 2023 By September 30, 2023 By November 1, 2023

Any ACPS student in 

Grades K-7

October 1, 2023 By January 31, 2024 By May 15, 2024

New students to 

ACPS in Grades 4-

8***

First Day of Entry Within 30 days of 

enrollment

Within 90 days of the 

Permission to Screen 

form signed
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Questions?


